Functional deficiency of antigen-presenting cells in the synovial fluid of rheumatoid arthritis.
In our study of rheumatoid arthritis (RA) patients, we observed a decrease of tetanus toxoid antigen-presenting capacity of synovial fluid (SF) adherent cells to autologous T cells of either SF or peripheral blood. Additionally, we found a higher capacity of adherent synovial cells to stimulate autologous T-lymphocytes. Our results suggest that antigen-presenting cells of the SF of RA patients have defects that may play a role in defective presentation of antigens in joints and may account for other abnormal functions important in the pathogenesis of RA.